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The acronym “2SLGBTQ” stands for Two-Spirit, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender,
queer (or questioning). The plus sign represents other sexual identities, such as
pansexual or asexual. Many years ago, the 2SLGBTQ+ group was greatly looked
down upon. People did not want to associate with them and they were usually
punished for being who they were. Because of this, their sexual preferences and
gender identities were something that was often kept secret and hidden from other
members of society as well as members of their own families. Being a part of the
2SLGBTQ+ community was a criminal offence and strict action would be taken
against individuals who were found to be a part of that community. These strict
actions ranged from death sentence, to imprisonment to reform camps.
Homophobia is a dislike towards homosexuality or people who are identified or
perceived as being lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender. Individuals would
characterize male homosexuals as mentally ill, promiscuous, lonely, insecure, and
likely to be child molesters, while lesbians would be described as aggressive and
hostile toward men.During these times, homophobic actions were increasing more
and more and the 2SLGBTQ+ community was faced with intense hatred and like
was tough for them.

Definitions of these terms

Two-Spirit: a modern, pan-Indian, umbrella term used by some Indigenous North
Americans to describe Native people in their communities who fulfill a traditional
third-gender ceremonial and social role in their cultures.
Lesbian: a homosexual woman, or a woman who is sexually attracted to other
women.
Gay: a homosexual man, or a man who is sexually attracted to other men.
Bisexual: an attraction to more than one gender. Those who identify as bisexual
feel a sexual and/or romantic attraction to people of a different gender as well as
their own.
Transgender: individuals whose gender identity is different from the gender and
sex they were thought to be at birth.
Queer: An umbrella term for people who are not heterosexual or cisgender.
Originally meaning "strange" or "peculiar".
Plus: other sexual identities, such as pansexual or asexual, agender, androgyne,
bigender, cisgender, gender expansive, genderfluid, gender outlaw and many more.

First Historical Instances of 2SLGBTQ+ to be Seen

In 1842, Patrick Kelly and Samuel Moore become Canada’s first men convicted of
homosexual intercourse between two consenting adults (Lyons, 2016, para. 5).
Convicted of sodomy, which, in Canada, carried a death sentence until 1869, the
men were sentenced to life imprisonment; both were later released regardless of
the sentence (Lyons, 2016).

In 1949, Jim Egan began writing newspapers and tabloids, as an openly gay man,
“denouncing the way LGBTQ people were portrayed in the media and by the public”
(Levine, 2018, para. 4).
In 1953, Canada’s Immigration Act was amended to prohibit homosexuals from
entering the country
In 1964, Canada’s first “gay-positive” organization, “ASK”, and the first gay
magazines: ASK Newsletter (Vancouver) and Gay (Gay publishing Company of
Toronto) were released (CBC.ca, n.d.)
In 1967, Pierre Trudeau (as Justice Minister) introduced Bill C-150 which would
decriminalize homosexuality. The bill was heatedly debated but passed in 1969 by a
vote of 149 to 55 (Burnie, n.d.).
In 1971, At the “We Demand” protest held in Ottawa 1971 – the first major
demonstration of its kind in the country – protestors demanded an end to anti-gay
laws and police harassment.
In 1974, The first gay studies class taught at a Canadian university, “New
Perspectives on the Gay Experience”, became publicly controversial. The publicity
became problematic for the University of Toronto, also creating problems for its
professor, Michael Lynch. Lynch was asked not to teach any more gay-studies
courses. (Perdue, 2009)

2SLGBTQ+ Women in History

1- Josephine Baker

Josephine Baker was a vaudeville performer and activist who appeared in several
Broadway musicals, including Shuffle Along. She was bisexual, having had
relationships with both men and women over the course of her life. She came to
Paris in 1925 to play in a revue and was given her own show. Once her show ended,
she became a celebrity. Josephine was the first African American lady to star in a
film picture and to perform in an American concert hall with an all-black ensemble.
She was the only female speaker at the 1968 March on Washington. In her speech,
she honoured fellow female civil rights activists.
2- Hulleah Tsinhnahjinnie

Hulleah Tsinhnahjinnie is a Two-Spirit
photographer and curator whose work depicts
Native women and families, urban Native people,
and Indigenous responses to colonialism. She
was born into the Seminole and Muscogee
nations' bear and raccoon clans, and born for the
Navajo Nation's Tsinajinnie clan. She continues to
film Indigenous community gatherings, acts of
activism, and sovereignty in northern California
as a member of various Native American groups.
She is the Director of the C.N. Gorman Museum and a Professor of Native American
Studies at UC Davis.
** Two-Spirit is an umbrella term for Native people who have both male and female
spirits and is used to describe different gender identities present among Native
Americans and First Nations. Two-Spirit individuals also use words from their
Indigenous languages for gender variance.

3- Sally Ride

Sally Ride, an astronaut and physicist, was the first
American woman in space. She responded to a
newspaper ad for female astronauts while a
physics student at Stanford and was one of six
women chosen. She flew on the space shuttle in
1983 and in 1984, controlling the robotic arm, the
tool that places satellites in space.
She went on to teach at the University of
California, San Diego, after leaving NASA. Her
obituary revealed that she had been in a 27-year
relationship with a woman named Tam
O'Shaughnessy, indicating that she was bisexual.

4- First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt

The longest-serving first lady in history and
diplomat, Eleanor Roosevelt worked to change
the position during her husband Franklin D.
Roosevelt’s four terms in office. A politician and
diplomat, as the first lady, she performed the
duty of playing hostess but also held press
conferences and delivered radio addresses and

lectures. After Franklin D. Roosevelt’s death in 1945, Roosevelt waited about a year
before becoming the American spokesperson for the United Nations and carried on
with her career until her death in 1962.

The first lady met AP journalist Lorena Hickok in the ‘30s and the pair maintained
an ardent relationship for several years and over many love letters.
“Hick darling, All day I’ve thought of you & another birthday [when] I will be with
you, & yet tonight you sounded so far away & formal, oh! I want to put my arms
around you, I ache to hold you close. Your ring is a great comfort, I look at it & think
she does love me, or I wouldn’t be wearing it!” Roosevelt wrote to Hickok in 1933.

Conclusion

As the years go by, we see that society is becoming more and more accepting of the
2SLGBTQ+ community. Feelings of hatred and disgust have now changed to feelings
of love and acceptance, making it easier for people to openly state their sexual
orientation and gender identity. We can see that in today's society, there is
2SLGBTQ+ education in schools raising awareness, and creating more
representation all around. Instead of being seen as outcasts, they are now seen as
the regular individuals they are.
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